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Election Day, August 2016: Voters gather at the Ncunjane Voter Registration Station on Mdukatshani`s Top Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal address: 

Mdukatshani Rural Development Trust  
P.O. Box 795  

Hilton  

3245 

 

Physical address: 

Mdukatshani  

Lorraine Farm  

Weenen  
3325 

 

Mdukatshani Rural Development Trust No. 

IT757/2010/PMB 

Public Benefit Organisation (PBO number 

930001183) 

Website: www.mdukatshani.com  

E mail: khonya@yebo.co.za 

Phone Cell: 0828569861 

Phone Landline: 0333431905 

 

Trustees: 

Deborah Ewing, GG Alcock, Eric Apelgren, Constanza Montana, David Alcock, Mkhosi Mchunu, Khonzokwake Mvelase  
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A SILVER MEDAL AT THE ROYAL SHOW 

 

It was a hectic ten days for our staff.  More than 124 500 visitors passed through the gates of the Pietermaritzburg 

Royal Show this year, and one of the first to visit our stand was the MEC for Agriculture, Mr. R. T. Mthembu. He 

took one look at the handy veterinary kits on display and asked: Can I have one too?  The enormous interest of 

passers-by kept staff on their feet, answering questions, particularly on Open Schools Day, when every child walked 

away with a pencil and badge saying: Make Every Kid Count. And for those who doubt that indigenous goats ever 

reach a good size, there were 20 hefty Msinga goats to show that even on a diet of thorn bush, local goats are 

champions. The stand was awarded a Silver Medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mdukatshaniôs Vision 

 

To find and promote options for farmers in Msinga, KwaZulu-Natal that improve their lives, their livelihoods, and their productivity, while using 

locally available resources wisely for long-term sustainability. 

 

Mdukatshaniôs projects 

 

Increasing women and youth involvement in livestock and value-adding activities through prioritizing women-owned livestock and income-

generating activities in order to create wealth for the poorest. Improving livestock productivity of farmers in Msinga by intervening in livestock 

health systems supporting local youth in enhancing value chains leading to commercialisation of local herds. Promoting health and knowledge 

transfer in Grade 5 and 6 school children through school clubs. A craft project using beads, metal wires and local grass to create jewellery and art 

for the local and international market 
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KOORNSPRUIT 

The Story of an African Farm 

 

When we found Koornspruit in January 1975 it was an empty expanse of unfenced bush sloping down to a dry river 

bed. It had changed little in the 111 years since J. H. Spence first surveyed the boundaries of the farm in 1864. His 

description was not promising. ñBeacons A and B both stand on stony ridges,ò he reported. ñE stands on the face of 

a round kopje densely covered with Thornwood,ò while Beacon F was placed ñon a long stony ridge also covered 

with thorns and very stony.ò 

 

The stony ridges are still there, and the thorns, and the scars of long occupation.  The river remains dusty, only 

flowing after storms, but if you follow the road across the broken river bed you will find signs of settlement. Six 

boreholes. Three dams. Five group gardens, comfortable homesteads, and a store with a fridge. The people call their 

settlement Ncunjane, a tribal name for a tribal ward that stretches beyond Koornspruit to encompass adjoining 

farms.  Today there are 83 families living in the Ncunjane ward, and although only 53 of those families live on 

Mdukatshani land, everybody from Ncunjane came to celebrate when the farm was formally handed over to the 

tribe in March 2017. 

 

If Koornspruit was empty when we arrived - where had the families come from? 

 

Koornspruit has had a troubled history. The farm lies on the boundary of the Mchunu and Mthembu, two of the 

biggest tribes in Natal, and has always been overflow space for the crowded Location next-door. In 1944 the tribes 

clashed in a fight that has been described as ñthe greatest single battle fought since the Anglo Zulu Warò. More than 

6 000 men took part, and 69 were killed.  After a Special Court at Tugela Ferry asked for volunteers to hand 

themselves over for trial, 279 men and 10 indunas were sentenced to varying periods of imprisonment. 

 

On the farm homesteads were burnt and livestock raided, and police supervised the women who buried their dead, 

digging shallow mass graves among the stones.  Over the years the graves have subsided, unmarked among the 

stones, but the hill has remained holy ground. In 1989 the Mthembu regiments marched to the graves to collect the 

spirits of their dead, and in 1993 the Mchunu regiments carried their spirits home. Even today, in times of trouble, 

the hill remains a place of prayer. 

 

How do you farm land with such a history? There is no record of who was living on the farm when it was surveyed 

in 1864, but in 1929 a government survey reported there were 26 Mchunu and 23 Mthembu families, all of them 

ñlabour tenantsò - families who were allowed to live on the farm in return for supplying labour to the owner. A 

succession of white owners never lived on the farm. They visited occasionally and went away. It wasn`t white man`s 

country.   

 

Nkosi Gangendhlovu Mchunu examines the framed title deed which transfers the farms Koornspruit and The Spring to the Bambanani 
Machunu Community Property Trust.  It had taken Mdukatshani 23 years of effort to get the transfer through ï pushing, prodding, pleading, 

visiting government offices, and finally using legal intervention to get documents signed, and the transfer finalized. Creina Alcock and 

Mphephethe Masondo formally presented the title deed on behalf of Mdukatshani. 

 


